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. ' lor 8 eemur . v Mter the early era of settlement 

of the region drained by the upper Monongahela. were four other trails 
tZiZ 'TTT f ° r SetUerS of the re ? i0 “ < lr -ned bv the upper 
W « ,^ e M ““ DgahellL The MeCullough traders’ trail led 

of the Alleghenies to the North Branch thence to the upper Youhioeh- 
env (west of Oakland) thence (via Brueeton mills) to tte Cheat “"ear 

ahire county in 1754 ^ COndncted ralds in Hamp- 

ef Parsons ^Ttb.tairfW U ‘ > ' mer braneh to ^ 

Elhmsaudtothc l H ^.^ Creek t0 *• Seneca trail at 

•t connected with trails to theVittl T*^ al 1116 head of whid > 
hr *'- The trad to GrlJJ, t^T ' Elk “ d th « G"*n- 
of th., -- ° Greenbrier passed through Ifm™ rt,_a . 





trail, although the ohiaf highway between the Mouth Branch amt 
Tvgart's valley. travelled westward yearly by pack horses laden with 
salt, irou ami other merchandise and later by many droves of caftle 
driven to the eastern market, ascended the South Branch (passing the 
McCullough trail at Hoorafield) followed the North Pork and Seneca 
creek, crossed the Alleghenies twenty miles south of the North Branch 
trail, and the branches of Cheat above the month of Horse Camp creek, 
and passed near Elkins and BeTerly to the vicinity of Huttonsville in 
Randolph. 

Another path, connecting with the old Shawnee trail front Pennsyl- 












BUTTLliMEXTS 


ui,-in I i IS I,, III,- I ogles. I >i-,i| >,;rs ollmiw „i Draper’s MoadoW* 

(later known as fimithfleld, near Blacksburg, Virginia) and were pos¬ 
sibly also influenced by the settlement oi 1749 by Adam Harman near 
the mouth of Sinking creek (Eggleston’s Spring, Giles county) and 
the neighboring settlement made by Philip Lybrook in 1750. They 
received their direct incentive from the report of Christopher Gist, who 
(in returning from his Ohio exploring expedition of 1750) passed 
down the Bluestone valley and crossed the New river a short distance 
below the mouth of Indian creek at Crump’s Bottom (in Summers 
county). In 1753 Andrew Culbertson, induced by fear of the Indians 
to leave his home near Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, journeyed via the 
settlements in Montgomery and Giles county to Crump’s Bottom. A 
year later Thomas Farley obtained the Culbertson tract and erected a 
fort at Warford farther west. Around the scattered settlements sev¬ 
eral others were begun in the same year. Pioneers from Pennsylvania 
came both by the .Tames and by the South Branch and Greenbrier riv- 

The discovery of the Greenbrier in 1749, by a lunatic citizen of Fred¬ 
erick county, excited the enterprise of two men from New England (da- 
cob Marlin and Stephen Sewell )who took up residence upon the Green¬ 
brier and were found there in 1751 by General Andrew Lewis, agent of 
the Greenbrier Land Company. This company obtained a grant of 
100,000’ acres of land, of which about 50,000 acres was surveyed by 
1755—when operations stopped until about the close of the French 
and Indian war (after which they were renewed in spite of the King’s 
proclamation). 

The earliest incentive to actual occupation in the Monongahela and 
Ohio region was furnished in 1748 by the formation of the Ohio com¬ 
pany which received from George II a grant, of 300,000 acres along 
the Ohio between the Monongahela and the Kanawha and which 
planned settlements by which to divert the Indian trade from Pennsyl¬ 
vania. Plans for settlement by Germans from Pennsylvania were pre¬ 
vented by Virginia’s law against dissenters.* Four years later, trans- 
montane sei dements were encouraged bv the house of burgesses through 
nn offer of tax exemption for ton years. 

Many of the first, settlers, west of the mountains considered the soils 






























before 1774 were grouped in a circular belt around a large wilderness 
of heavy forest land which remained largely unsettled for two decades 
later. The chief points of the circle were the Middle New and Green¬ 
brier rivers, thence westward down the New and Big Kanawha to the 
Ohio, the Monongahela with its upper branches (Cheat, Tygarfs 
Valley, Buekhannon and West Fork) and the region around 'Wheeling 
and Grave creek on the Ohio. 

In 1760 James Moss reared his cabin at Sweet Springs, now in Mon¬ 
roe count}’. In 1769 the Woods family settled and built a fort on Rich 
creek about four miles east of the site of Peterstown which fourteen 
years later became the home of Christian Peters, an American soldier 
who served in Lafayette’s corps at Yorktown. To the same region in 
1770 came the Manns, Cooks, Millers, Alexanders, Nickells, Campbells, 
Dunsmores, Hokes, Lakes, Calloways, Sweeneys, Haynes, Ersskines, 
Grahams, and Hutchinsons—largely from the Virginia valley. Adam 
and Jacob Mann (of English origin from Kent) and others built a 
fort on Indian creek about ten miles west of the present town of Union; 
the Cooks from the Valley of Virginia built a few miles from its mouth, 
the Keenys later built a’fort on Keenys Knob farther down the river. 
By 1769 settlers began to push up the Greenbrier and to form the 
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■Tossing- of the Varriorhrnnfc To.^™ Dunkard creek ? at «»e 

DelawJes Id Sha^eesTho 1“^, ^ * *• 

The surrey was not finallv , . , to ^ tenant s of the country. 
1773 G„re m r D “ r f-l f v“ Pleted “"“ton years later. 7n 
Pitt to resist occupation b» P “?* Dr ’ Jr ° lm Connolly to Port 
“«rts at Hanna/loro (XflTr '^ Whiehhad M established 
exercise jurisdiction over the low ^ ensbnr ?^ W) th determination to 
-Pied Fort Pitt, changed Z ZZ o K? ^ ^ ~ 

\ n [ aI “nrt and rival maristrates and established 

g wto ***• 

of mutual ™ lmmation ° f a series 

8 between the Indians of the Ohio 






suen as the Mmgoes and the Cherokees w 
parties of Wyandottes and Delawares' a 
Wabash tribes. 


The spring at 1774 opened with everything ripe for a, 
Borderers were anxious for a war. Border warfare was 


by Captain Cresap’s attack on India™ °7+n Warfare was Precipitated 
and a genera] tight of Indians aL whites at ! ^ 


the mouth of Yellow creek—re^ltilg in' th, d ‘f pansal 7 °PPosite 
bem of Chief Logan's famdv I nrd n ^ ° f alm ° st aU mera - 

*•»** ~ SSE&ssa?* 


discretion, was ambition?/ , “T* 016 ' alt h°ugh he acted with 

against the InctZ^ZZ^H 7^ *“* * ™ 

tion from the growing diffl P i+- a p ®^ facal measure to distract atten- 
colonies. S 8 Mcultles between the mother country and the 

n55iwSLt°re±f; 8h *"“ b '*“ »*■«-. 

f messengers from r llmse prepared for the attack. Apprized 
ere alarmed at the t Coimall - v that tlle frontier settlers 

re force of ,.n™ t ' ,atlon > he promptly sent a defensive and puni- 

'0 hastened to^eelhlT* 0 Under Maj ° r Anglls McDonald 

• Ohio to the mo tl to ere . Cted Fort Fmc astle, and after descending 
uth of Oaptina creek invaded the Indian eountrv and 
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whites opposite Cornstalk could hear hi 

,k and by one o’clock the action had ceased except the sk 
-h continued until sunset. Although the Indians h 

readied a position rendered strong by underbrush, mi 


■ ,, 1,01,1. . under met ul' I lie diirkne.'s tlu-y r lipped av 

I skillful retreat. The whites, though the victors, had suneren more 
V than their foes and had won the battle only because it was against the 

■ entire policy of Indian warfare to suffer a severe loss, even if a victory 

■ could be saved thereby. 

f Lewis, leaving his sick and wounded in the camp at the Point, and 

■ reinforced by the arrival of the Fincastle men under Colonel Christian 

■ wlw reached the ground at midnight after the battle, crossed the Ohio 

I with a thousand men and pushed on to the Pickaway plains. When 

P but a few miles from Lord Dunmore’s encampment he heard that ue- 

I gotiations for a treaty of peace with the Indians were in progress. His 

I backwoodsmen, however, flushed with their success and eager for more 

Woodshed were with difficulty restrained; but although grumbling 

matThlmSjYZ S “ di " g ba ° k they were fina,1 . v induced t< 
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rd after the treaty at Camp Charlotte. 

. j ■ re r War ’ ™ S a focaI point in western history. In it 

aZ! tf e a Tf 0ntier ™ en Wh ° had Carried American institutions 
acioss tile Appalachian barrier. 

The battle of Point Pleasant was distinctly an American vi t 

It was the T Pt 0,1 C ° TnsMk ’* V*rt 

western Indians and tile only victory ZLed ^ W ‘ th th ° n0rth ' 

with a force but slightly Shpmior^in^iMibH’s. 0 ^^* 1 '^ 6 


^ be ^asTf 

pendenec; for it kept the northwestern ZT “ StrUggIe for ind “- 
the Revolutionary Jz"l m * nduias ^ the first two 


years of the RevoktionaiylwXZt , 

"“T* of the Northwest; for iffhad n 7 k e< ’ Uiva, ™ t to the 

^>on during the early years of the Jo , ° ® P ° Ssib,e to «*»PV that 

i;« u " m 

aahonahsm. ^try-Amencan expansion and American 






be New river was made by Mitchell Olay in 1775 at Clover 
miles north of Princeton). A settlement on the site of 
made 1775-77 by Bev. John Aldersou, a Baptist minister 
rham county. Here he organized a Baptist church in 
;s Thomas Ingles and family located in Wright’s valley 
of Bluefield; but, finding himself too dangerously near 
id from the head of Tug of Sandy southward across East 
a to Wolfs creek and Walker’s creek settlements, he soon 
i ke’s Garden. In 1780 the Davidson and Bailey families 
vc-r Pond Spring, a branch of the Blues tone- where they 
Ittleil with the Indians and maintained their position on 
nl the close of the Indian wars in 1735. • In the same 
icy settled at the mouth of East river at Montreal (now 
™ “ d Christian Peters settled on the site of Peterstown 
,nt,T th - settlement of Captain Geoim? Pcaris at 
land entered in 1780 by William.Ingles. The influx- of 
i increased during the revolution by the arrival of em- 
om a ortn C arolina (including David Hughes who set- 
Un ln 178 °) and at the close of the revolution bv \mer- 
an soldiers seeking new homes 
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■Pugh located 400 acres including the site of Fairaew. 

EeW Wheeling creek settlements now included within the limi 
Marshall county were made in 1777, 1785, 1790 and thereafter. 
1798 Elizabeth (now Moundsville) was laid out on Tomlinson’s 
lacing the ferry across the Ohio which was established in the 
rear. In the territory later included in Wetzel county the first 
ng was made by Edward Doolin who about 1780 patented and ei 
ipon lands at the mouth of Fishing creek including the site oi 
lartinsville. After his death, resulting from an Indian attack 
is home in 1784, part of his land was bought by Presley Marti 
as soon followed by Friend Cox. The settlement received few 
one for the next decade and grew very slowly thereafter, i 
te of Sistersville a settlement was made by Charles Wells by 
id perhaps much earlier* 












of Belleville, donating a lot to each actual settler. One hundred acres 
were cleared the first year. When Tilton returned to Philadelphia in 
the spring of 1786, Wood was left in charge as sole agent of the com¬ 
pany and manager of the settlement. He continued to malm im¬ 
provements and provide good defenses. Hew families arrived in 
1787, and a company of hunters came from lee creek where they had 


erected Flinn’s Station.” In 1790 Wood married one of the earlier 
emigrants, the marriage being performed at Belpre because no one in 
ml!T 6aUth ° ri<7 t0 0fficiate at the adding. A year later he 
ma n n 7 " where he later flUed important offices. In 
emilfn , i e u e T ed * nW stimu]us * the addition of Connecticut 

conSd ale \ 1- S \ D ‘ ATOry Wh ° fOT S6Veral ^ thereafter 

building. Chandlse busmess th ere in connection with the ship- 
























